
 

 

 

 

  

 

Advent Prayer 

Prayer of approach, longing and confession for the Advent season. 

God, with us, 
As we enter this season of longing and waiting, bear with us a 

little longer; be patient with our impatience. 

You have journeyed alongside us from the beginning of time, 
yet still we miss the signs of your presence. 

When we are blinded by the brashness of this season: 
Open our eyes to the glimpses of your glory. 

When we want simple answers: 
Open our minds to the hints of incarnation. 

When we are deafened by our own shouting: 
Open our ears to the whispers of your grace. 

May we share with you in longing for restoration and renewal 
and may we be watchful for the light that breaks through the 

darkness of our world. In Christ’s name. Amen 

God says ‘Be patient, watch and wait, for the time is close at 
hand.’ Know that you are loved, forgiven and healed. Amen. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 3rd December 2023 



Welcome to Our Services on Sunday 3rd December  

9.30am – Holy Communion quiet Service at  
St Mary’s 

    11am – Matins at Holy Trinity 

6.30pm – Advent Choral Evensong  
at Holy Trinity. 
 

Today is the first Sunday of Advent. An opportunity for us to pause to 
read, pray, and reflect over the course of the Advent season. 

To eagerly anticipate the celebration of Christ’s birth as we watch and 
pray, wait and listen. 

 
The first Sunday of Advent gives us the opportunity to centre our thoughts 

on hope. 
It's an opportunity for us to remember the hope God offers to our lost 

and dying world, through the gift of His Son, Jesus. 
 

On this first Sunday of Advent, as we prepare our hearts to celebrate 
Jesus’ arrival as a gift to all humanity; let’s stir up in our hearts and homes 
a sense of anticipation. Over this Advent, we pray that hope would rise 

up in our spirits in a tangible and 
life-giving way. 

 
Rev Julie. 

A Prayer for Christmas 
Gracious, loving and merciful God, in this season of Christmas, as the 
light of your Word penetrates our hearts, as we are reminded of the 
gift of life and faith, as the glories of the heavenly hosts are echoed in 
our church, we open ourselves up to your Spirit and give you thanks. 
We are grateful, Lord Jesus, that your story has become our story, and 
we celebrate your birth. Continue, we pray, to instill in us a profound 
sense of your abiding presence, and help us to take to heart the 
wonder of your love, that we may walk in your ways and delight in 
your will. Help us, Lord God, to be the faithful, gracious, loving, 
giving and forgiving people you would have us be.  Amen. 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 

 
Confirmation Service 

Our confirmation service for our 
benefice will now take place on 

Sunday 7th January, 3pm at  
St Mary’s Church. 

Bishop Will Hazlewood will be 
confirming candidates from both 

churches. 
Please pray for all who are 

preparing to renew their baptism 
vows and declare their faith 

together. 
Rev Julie.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Websites 

Please take a look at the Hartfield and Colemans hatch 
websites at: 

hartfieldchurch.org and colemanshatchchurch.org  

for up-to-date information on Events and Services. 

There is a calendar or what’s on page which is being updated 
regularly. 



 



 

 



 

 

 



Children and Youth Corner 

Little Stars parent and toddler group 
At St Mary’s Church 

Every Monday during term time. 
from 9.15am – 10.45am 

For ages 0-5 

We play, sing some songs and have a craft to do. 
With snacks for the children and tea and coffee for the adults. 

 
For more information or queries please contact the office at 

admsmht@gmail.com  
 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 
 If you would like to donate to the East Grinstead food bank, there are 

boxes in both churches. 

Please note items must be in date, not homemade and non-perishable. 

Hair Conditioner 

Hair Shampoo  

Jam    

Kitchen Roll 

Milk, Semi Skimmed 1LTR Long-Life Screw Cap 

Pringles 

Biodegradable Baby Wipes 

Coffee Small/Medium 

All purpose cloths. 10 pack 

 

For any other information please go to their website 
https://eastgrinstead.foodbank.org.uk 

 

Rev Julie would like to thank everyone for the many ways 
they have served both churches and parishes this year! 



This week we are praying for... 

Please pray for…. 
For peace and justice in our world. For 
the leaders of the nations. For our 
government and all who bear 
responsibility on our nation, for wisdom to 
seek first justice and peace. Ukraine. 
Israel and Gaza. 

For refugees, the international response to the refugee crisis – and for our 
own response. 
For our schools – children, teachers and families. 
For God’s blessing on all who lead our children and youth work. 
For those across the world suffering from the impacts of climate change. 
For a greater sense of urgency from politicians and major companies in 
tackling the causes and consequences     
 
We pray for our flowers arrangers. Jenny Hudson and Liza Jones and their 
teams. 

Please pray for our choir Director, Angela Ogle and the choir as they 
rehearse for our Advent and Christmas services. We thank them for their 
dedication throughout the year. We also give thanks for our organists 
and pianist Barry Tilston, Laurie Khurt and Frances Rowberry. 

Please pray for Donna Dewar our licensed reader for her prayerful 
dedication to Holy Trinity. 

For both our café teams. Those who bake and serve and all who 
generously support us. 

For both bellringer teams, our Sunday teams, Elaine our Administrator 
during this busy time. 

For all who lead our children and youthwork. 

We pray for all our Christmas services that they might reflect the wonder 
and glory of God. Please think about inviting your neighbours. 
Please pray for our PCC’s, Treasurers and Church Wardens. 
 

With every blessing, 

Rev Julie 

www.hartfieldchurch.org or www.colemanshatchchurch.org  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for next newsletter is 12pm Wednesday 3rd January. 
If you would like something placed into the newsletter please send it to 

admsmht@gmail.com   


